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“One of the things I love most is having the chance to introduce people to cultural 
things that they might not seek out on their own.  Whether it's classic novels like 
The House of Mirth by Edith Wharton and Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison or 
classic films like Sunset Boulevard, Easy Rider, and To Kill a Mockingbird, or 
the beauty of Islamic Architecture, it's truly a thrill to watch patrons enjoy the 
‘discovery’ of something that they were not familiar with, but have come to 
appreciate.  You can't put a price on that kind of inspiration and enlightenment.” 

     In an effort to better serve the 
changing needs of our community, the 
Utica Public Library has made a shift 
in its adult programming that places a 
focus on learning and creating. 
Programs are specifically chosen that 
allow participants to leave with a skill 
or knowledge that extends beyond the 
parameters of the library building and 
can be useful as a future reference.  In 
keeping with this focus, the Utica 
Public Library has brought in Yoga, 
Zumba, Writing Classes, Butter Lamb 
Classes, Origami, and Fiction 
Discussion Groups.  In each case, 

participants leave with something 
beyond the pleasure of simply 
viewing a performance.  Performance 
programming is still incorporated into 
the Library's adult programming 
roster, but allowing for educational 
programming to take a stronger lead.  

New Philosophy Behind  
Adult Programs 

Technology Training 
     Libraries are not only a place 
where community members have 
access to the Internet, they are also a 
place where people can get training  
to be a successful digital citizen.  
Teaching computer skills has become 
absolutely necessary as critical 
interactions between citizens and 
employers or government agencies 
take place electronically. As the gap 
grows between early adopters of 
technologies and those at the other 
end of the spectrum, library staff will 
continue to evolve and grow to meet 
our mission of ensuring everyone in 
our community can access computers, 

the Internet, and digital literacy 
training.  

    The library is a safe place for people 
to come and learn without fear of 
embarrassment. Those most in need 
of help with technology often express 
frustration over not having the 
knowledge necessary to navigate 
through the digital landscape. But 
there is no need for anxiety. No one is 
born with the knowledge of using a 
computer. It just takes time and effort, 
and our technology instructors are 
happy to help along the way.  

Carl Antonucci, 
Adult Program 

Coordinator 

“I choose to work in a public library because I believe 
in giving everyone a chance to better themselves. 

Curiosity sparks in all ages—it’s never too late to 
learn. I love teaching technology skills and watching 

people empower themselves.” 

Jocelyn Ireland, 
Digital Literacy 

Librarian 



Creating Memorable  
Experiences with Youth Services 

     The Library has a strong 
commitment to Youth Services as a 
whole – services from birth through 
adulthood.  In terms of services to our 
younger patrons, our offerings are 
myriad. We view early literacy 
development as preventive medicine, 
whereas many literacy programs are 
simply bandages:  if you have literate 
children, you have literate adults.  As 
a result, we have instituted 
programming specifically for babies 
and toddlers over the past few years, 
and these have been very successful. It 
is tremendously rewarding to see 
young ones grow up with the 
programs and with the Library as a 
constant in their lives. 

     In addition, and with much thanks 
to the Community Foundation, we are 
continuing our vast amounts of 
programming during summer 
vacation months. The Library is 
unique in the size and scope of its 
Summer Reading Program, and 
moving forward starting with this 
coming summer, the Program will 
evolve to become more experiential 
and attempt to get our community’s 
youth actively doing worthwhile and 
interesting things throughout the 
summer instead of just trying to 
record the number of books they read. 

    For teens and young adults, our 
gaming programs continue to be the 
number one area the Library connects 
with them. What seems like a bunch 
of people playing is really so much 
more. Games have an amazing way to 
increase interpersonal skills and cross 
the boundaries imposed upon people 

by society – age, race, gender, 
economic and other social differences, 
which in the case of teenagers might 
be something so much more 
important to them than any of those 
other differences, such as the different 
cliques they belong to. Also, and in a 
slightly sneaky way, game play 
involves a great deal of educational 
development, including critical 
thinking skills, SAT level vocabulary 
and mathematics.  Over the course of 
a period of time playing games with 
individuals, it is possible to see 
tremendous growth in all of these 
areas as they learn to interact with 
others more fluently and with greater 
ease, and learn how to critically think 
and strategically play the games. 

     Speaking of playing, our services to 
youth have a great deal of focus on the 
concept of play as it matters to 
development.  Play in all of its forms 
is a positive developmental means of 
interacting with, and learning about, 
the world.  Play can be as simple, yet 
as profoundly important, as little ones 
building with blocks – learning about 
cause and effect, motor skills, shapes, 
and so much more—and it can be as 
complex as teens and adults involved 
in a strategic board game.  Play is a 
means for experiencing the world, and 
the Library has a fantastically unique 
opportunity to provide that 
experience. 

“I see the Library as a destination for experiences. We can provide experiences that are educational, that are entertainment, but at the 
Library, they should always be positive experiences, leading to positive change and betterment in those who take part in them. If a 
child, a teenager, a family, anyone comes away from their experience at the Library—whether it be one of our programs, checking out a 
book or movie or other material that enhances their life (even if that simply means providing a bit of joy or escape from the rest of their 
daily life), an interaction with staff or other patrons, or even something as simple as computer usage—and it is a positive experience, then 
we have done our jobs.” 

Josh Carlson, 
Youth Services 
Director 



Saveria 
“I enjoy working with the public and the UPL 

staff. The Utica Public Library is the Heart of the 
City.” 

 

Outreach Programs: 
Meeting the community where needed 

Danelle 
“I enjoy working in the Children's Room of the 

Utica Public Library because it gives me an 
outlet to express my creativity.” 

Margie 
“People so often think a library is just a 

collection of books, but we’re not! Come meet 
an author; learn computer skills; attend 

storytime;  view displays in the Art Gallery; 
listen to a concert;  or even learn Yoga.  And 
the best part is: all these activities are free!” 

    The Library is committed to doing 
what best serves residents, offering 
enrichment opportunities that are 
pertinent and add value to their lives.  
Our service and dedication does not 
stop at the doors of our building.   

    One of our greatest focuses is 
promoting early literacy here in the 
Library and in the community.  Our 
Children’s Librarians create programs 
for kids to do what comes naturally: 
playing while cultivating their minds 
and social skills. They visit at least a 
dozen Head Start programs, 
preschools, and daycares in the 
area.  Each month our staff is able to 
reach over 400 children and help 
introduce them to the joys of literacy 
as well as spread awareness of their 
local library.  During outreach, the 
children are treated to storytimes that 
include books, songs, and 
games.  Teachers are also provided 
with library information for their 
students’ families such as the 
programs offered at the Library and 
how to get a library card.  Amanda 
Stewart, Early Literacy Coordinator, 
has recently started to work with 

other agencies, including the Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Childcare 
Council, to offer programs for parents 
and caregivers that provide ideas on 
incorporating literacy at home. 

    Another strong focus of the Library 
is making technology instruction more 
accessible to the community. In 2013, 
Jocelyn Ireland joined the staff as the 
Library’s first  Digital Literacy 
Librarian. In addition to the new and 
updated technology courses offered at 
the library, she also has given 
computer instruction at locations 
throughout the community: New 
Hartford Senior Center, Human 
Technologies Corporation, MVILR, 
Parkway Center, Schuyler Commons, 
Acacia Village, and the Utica Rescue 
Mission’s Morris Learning Center. 
Jocelyn works with a variety of people 
with a variety of technology-related 
needs. Some need help creating a 
resume and applying to jobs online. 
Others need assistance getting used to 
their smartphone or tablet. Digital 
literacy is just another form of literacy 
the Library is dedicated to promoting 
in the community. 

“Young children absorb so much information in their 
early years.  It is important to be able to expose them to 
the joy of reading early so they can grow to be lifelong 

readers.“ 

Community Garden 
    The New York State Department of Health, Oneida County, 
and the Mohawk Valley Resource Center for Refugees have 
joined together to create a community garden on Library 
property.  Approximately 40 boxes are being used by 
neighborhood members to grow fruits, vegetables, and flowers 
to enhance the area and bring fresh foods to the dinner 
table.  In addition, the Library partnered with Thea Bowman 
to create a garden that serves as an outdoor classroom for its 
children as well as providing fresh food for lunches. 

Meet some of our staff 

Amanda Stewart, 
Early Literacy       
Coordinator 



Heidi 
“I love when people come in and say how they 

remember coming here when they were 
younger and begin talking about their good 
memories of UPL. What a testament to the 

power of the Library, that after all these years 
they still carry those wonderful moments spent 

here discovering themselves and the world 
around them.” 

 

Alistair 
“My love of books was passed on to me by my 

father who was an avid reader and firm believer 
in the role of books for education and pleasure. 
The Utica Public Library is an excellent source 
not only for books and associated media but 
also for the many varied educational and fun 
programs available for all the family. It is an 

honor and pleasure for me to work with a 
dedicated team of colleagues serving the 

community.” 

Austin 
One of our dedicated volunteers in the 

circulation department shares why he works at 
the Library: “I love having the chance to look 
at the books and discovering new authors.” 

Volunteers 

A Letter from the 
Director 

    The Utica Public Library was 
established in 1893.  For the past 
122 years, the Board of Trustees  
and staff have remained committed 
to innovative educational programs 
and services as well as making 
available digital and print 
collections for Library patrons and 
community members’ use.  This 
year we have focused on adult and 
children’s programs as well as 
technology access and instruction. 
This report provides information 
about these initiatives.  
    We are grateful for the continued 
support of our donors, including 
individuals, businesses and 
organizations as well as our elected 
officials who view public libraries 
as integral to the quality of life, 

education and economic 
development in our community.    
    Finally we thank the taxpayers of 
the City of Utica and Oneida 
County for investing in the Utica 
Public Library and enabling 
creativity, education and 
excitement to continue in this 
beautiful building.  

    Volunteers contribute their time 
to the Library and help to extend 
services for patrons.  The Library’s 
Café and Genealogy and Local 
History Room are staffed solely 
with volunteers.  Other volunteers 
also assist in the Circulation, 
Reference, and Youth Services 
Departments. Nearly 3,000 
volunteer hours were donated last 
year.  One of our most dedicated 
volunteers is Keith Gerlach.    
    Keith has volunteered at the 
Library for over ten years in 
Genealogy and Local History. 

During that time he has helped 
visitors from Italy, Germany, 
Poland, Switzerland, Russia, Wales 
and England.  Our genealogy 
resources draw people to 
Downtown Utica bringing money 
into the local economy. Keith also 
assists researchers through the mail, 
email and telephone.  His favorite 
part is assisting Armed Services 
Veterans and Active Duty Service 
men and women find the military 
records of their parents and 
grandparents.  

Darby O’Brien, 
Library Director 

Keith Gerlach, 
Genealogy Volunteer 

“Until you trace your family through 
genealogy, you can’t know the feeling 
of discovering something you lost or 

never knew you had. The joy it brings 
people is unbelievable.” 



Barry & Jeanne Donalty 
Ms. Elizabeth Droz 
Elizabeth B. Dugan in Memory of David B. 
Wheeler 
Gloria T. Dybas 
Carl & Andrea Dziekan 
Eannace Funeral Home, Inc. 
Maryrose Eannace 
Dr. Angela Elefante 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Falvo 
George & Carmen Fitzgerald & General     
Electric Matching Gift 
Mary Gaetano 
Joan Ganeles 
Honorable Anthony J. Garramone 
David & Sharon Goldenson Gift Fund, a 
donor advised fund of Fidelity Charitable 
Jeffrey W. Gornick 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Griffith 
Vincent Grove 
Ann & Richard Harris 
Gladys Higgins 
Joseph Hobika 
Chip & Judy Hummel 
Ellin Irwin in Memory of Harriet G. 
Schultz 
ITECH Associates Inc. 
Jay-K Independent Lumber 
John & Heather Johnsen 
David M. Jones 
Adam & Lydia Kelly 
Dean & Eva Kelly 
Kevin* & Nancy Kelly 
Marcia & Patrick Knapp 
Harold Lennon 
John & Janice Livingston 
Mr. William Locke 
Dale Lockwood & John Romanow 
Ann Lowery & Chub Bailly 
John & Mary Loy 
Vadim Lyubezhanin 
Tom & Deirdre Mammen 
Stephen & Amanda Mandia 
David & Judy Manzelmann 
Margaret Riley 
Sonia Martinez 
Gregory & Cynthia McLean 
Dr. & Mrs. Frank A. Mondi 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Montecalvo 
Sally A. Mungerson 
Murnane Building Contractors 
Jim & Diana O'Looney 
Sheila Orlin 
Gertrude M. Owens 
Anthony Paolozzi 
Dom & Tina Passalacqua 

Donors as of March 31, 2015 
 

We are deeply grateful to donors at every level, all of whom make it possible for the Utica Public Library to         
continue services that our residents and researchers around the world count on every day. 

Gifts and Donations made from April 1, 
2014 through March 31, 2015. 
 

Donors of $1000+ 
Bank of Utica Foundation 
Mabel W. Bishop Foundation 
Carbone Automotive Group 
Elizabeth B. Dugan 
Ronald & Cecelia Gouse, a grant from The Bekaro 
Fund of Vanguard Charitable 
Roger G. & Phyllis A. Haley Fund of the 
Community Foundation of Herkimer & Oneida 
Counties, Inc. 
Virginia & Christopher Kelly 
Alex Markowski in Memory of Anne Markowski 
F.X. & Pam Matt 
Mrs. F.X. Matt (Duff) II, F.X. Matt II          
Memorial Fund of the Community         
Foundation of Herkimer & Oneida Counties, Inc. 
Dr. & Mrs. Theodore C. Max 
John & Catherine McEnroe Fund, a donor 
advised fund of The Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation, Inc. 
Mele Companies, Inc. 
NYS Grant Obtained by Senator Joseph Griffo 
The Estate of Charles S. Ochab* 
Roof Replacement Grant: made possible by The 
Community Foundation of Herkimer & Oneida 
Counties, Inc and the following funds:  
Rosamund G. Childs Fund, Watson Lowery 
Memorial Fund, Sinnott-Sheldon Fund, Sinnott 
Family Fund, Mele Family Fund 
Robert N. Sheldon 
Strategic Financial Services 
Lynn Tomaino 
Towne Engineering—Tree Trimming & Shaping 
Project 
 
Donors of $500-$999 
David Allen 
Ronald & Sheila Cuccaro Family Fund of The 
Community Foundation of Herkimer & Oneida 
Counties, Inc. 
Rev. Paul J. Drobin 
Brian Gaffney 
Gilroy, Kernan & Gilroy 
Bart & Judy Gorman 
Richard and Kimberly Hanna Fund of The 
Community Foundation of Herkimer & Oneida 
Counties, Inc. 
Mary Angela Kernan 
Linda Buerk Matt in Memory of Walter J. Matt, 
Jr. 
Robin & Peter Matt 
Council 67-Polish National Alliance in Memory 
of Deceased Members 

Tom E. Sinnott 
Carol Steele 
John Winter Family Fund 
 
Donors of $250-$499 
Christine M. Barry 
Joan & Bill Blanchfield 
Jim Clifford 
Michael & Helen Evans 
Frances K. Gilroy 
Mrs. Mary Karl 
Knights of Columbus, Council 189 
Alan & Connie Leist 
Dr. W. Anthony & Carol Mandour 
Nick & Susan Matt 
James B. McEvoy 
McQuade & Bannigan, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. William Morehouse 
Nancy A. Shaheen 
Stephen Surace 
Mary H. Vicks 
Kim Lambert & William Wheatley 
Charles & Patricia Yocum 
 
Donors of $100-$249 
C. Louis & Ellen Abelove 
Beatrice J. Adler 
Ann Allen 
Carol Altimonte 
Arlott Office Products 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Ash 
Louis & Mae* Astafan 
Regina & John Balzano 
Michael & Carol Bannigan 
Vige Barrie & Jim Frederick 
Ms. Gladys B. Becker 
E. Dickenson Bigelow 
Mark & Nancy Blaker 
David & Regina Bonacci 
Dr. William L. Boyle, Jr. 
Leighton R. Burns 
Miss Mary Rose Cahalan & General Electric 
Matching Gift 
Larry & Annabelle Calabrese 
John & Beth Calogero 
Carol P. Bremer 
Dr. & Mrs. James Caron 
Cavo Builders' Supplies, Inc. 
Charles & Gretchen Sprock 
Nancy K. Cooper 
James & Andrea Cowan 
Michael J. Cawley 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick C. Degen 
Al DeSalvatore 
Jane & John Domingue 



Deborah Pokinski 
Mr. & Mrs. David Portman 
Mary Lou Reape 
Mary L. Redline 
Dr. & Mrs. Philip Reitz 
Albert Ritchie 
Dr. & Mrs. Mario Rocci, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. F. E. Romano 
Alan & Marsha Roseen & General Electric 
Matching Gift 
Dr. Martin Saltzman 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Schultz 
Albert Shaheen, M.D.* 
Norman & Ann Siegel 
Kay L. Sinclair 
Ross Sloan 
Richard & Judi Smith 
Dr. Robert S. & Sheila Smith 
Dr. Thomas & Mary Spath 
Judy Sweet 
William & Eugenia Taft 
Robert & Beth Tegart 
Tramp and Trail Club of Utica 
Bernie* & Gail Nackley Uebelhoer 
Richard Waldron 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher B. Wallace 
Honorine Wallack 
Kelly Walters 
Christine Wessinger 
Carol Whitehouse 
Richard & Martha Widdicombe 
Dick & Jean Williams 
Norman Williams & General  Electric Matching 
Gift 
Jeffrey & Diane Wooldridge 
Alex Zanon & Barbara Kelly in Memory of 
Dorothy Osborne 
Alex Zanon & Barbara Kelly in Memory of 
Wesley Smith 
Nancy & Richard Zdyb 
 
Donors of $25-$99 
C. Louis & Ellen Abelove in Memory of Dr. 
Robert Danner 
Anonymous, United Way Donation 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Debbie & Jack Altdoerffer 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Angelucci 
Mary Ruth Ashmore 
Sharon Ashton 
David A. Bagley 
John Bartle & Alison Doughtie 
Margaret Beck 
Ms. Gladys B. Becker 
Vivian & Ernie Berkowitz 
Janet Blaney 
Dr. John Bolton 
Joseph P. & Mary Bottini in Memory of Lena 
Panebianco 
Mr. & Mrs. William Brunnett, Sr. 
John P. & Carol Burdick 

Brad & Joann Campbell 
Fred & Kathy Capozzella 
Malio Cardarelli 
Barbara L. Carney 
Carol Altimonte 
Celia & Allen, LLC 
William Chanatry & General Electric 
Matching Gift 
Robert & Mary Cimbalo 
Richard Clair 
Regina Clark 
Ann B. Clarke 
Lawrence & Marilyn Cole 
Mr. James Collis 
Natalie T. Combar 
Jane A. Conde 
Sherry Cooperman 
Vincent J. Coyne 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Damsky 
Carl Del Buono 
Laraine Dell* 
Richard DeSantis 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Dichiera 
Mr. Robert Dicker 
Mario A. DiMarco 
Andi & Richard Dinerstein 
Dolores A. Dispirito & General Electric 
Matching Gift  
Theresa M. DiSpirito 
Kim & Orin Domenico 
Mr. Terrance J. Dowdall 
Rebecca Draper in Honor of Nick Sheldon 
Paul & Anne Dunn 
Jennifer Edick 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Fava 
Sandra R. Ferro 
Janice Forte 
Carol Fox 
James & Joanne Fox 
Pattie Franco 
FSS Group, Inc. 
Elaine Galime 
The Garden Path Club Of Utica, NY 
Steve Gigliotti 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Gilles 
Raymond E. Giroux 
Angela & Gary Givonetti 
Barbara Gold & Carl Rubino 
Bart & Judy Gorman in Memory of Alan 
Gilberti 
Vincent & Ann Grimaldi 
Cecilia N. Hamel 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Haritatos 
Kirk Hudson 
Michael Humphrey 
Mr. Russell A. Humphrey 
Lucretia D. Hunt 
Dr. Douglas Hurd & Dr. Cynthia Parlato 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Hutchinson 
Joann Jacobson in Memory of Shirley   
Jacobson & Barbara Brookes 
Gloria Janicki 

Dana & Catherine Jerrard 
Barbara & Grant Johnson 
Gilbert H. Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. James Jones 
Ron & Barbara Kamp 
Gina Klein 
Cornelia P. Knower 
Josephine Lanasa 
Diane Lange 
Ann LaPorte 
Don & Pat LoGuidice 
Paul Lomeo & Betty-Jean Beaudry 
John D. Longo 
Andrea Lynch 
Lori & William Mackey 
Alice Maltbie 
Clare Manino 
Owen Manley 
Kathleen Marchese 
Beverly Marcoline & Louis DeGironimo 
Anthony C. Martino 
Kevin & Mary Mathews 
Mr. David Mathis 
Diane Matza 
Joseph Mazzatti 
John & Betty Meehan 
Carol McCoy 
Lynne Mishalanie 
Monica Moore 
Frank & Penny Moreno 
Christopher S. Nash 
Christine Nederhand 
Tom Neumann 
Frank & Susan O'Brien 
Paul & Shirley Oddy 
Dr. & Mrs. Paul D. Ohlbaum 
John & Nancy Orilio 
Santo Paniccia 
Janis M. Paolozzi 
Lou Parrotta 
Kathleen Pasch 
Hal C. Pattee 
Philip & Betty Pearle 
Geraldine C. Plehn 
Tanya Perkins-Mwantuali 
Lorraine J. Post 
Raymond & Joanne Potasiewicz 
Dr. Fotis Poulos 
JP Prendergast, Jr. 
Barton Rasmus 
Vanessa Regrat, Jefferson School PTO 
Janice Reilly 
Ms. Janet Richmond 
Anne & Nathaniel Richmond 
Mary D. Riley 
Ms. Connie Roberts 
Paul Rockwell 
Mrs. Frances R. Roecker 
Frank & Jean Roefaro 
Ms. Bertha Romanow 
Denise Salvatore in Memory of Donald J. 
Tallman 



Anthony & Teresa Scalzo 
Frank & Mary Scarano 
Monica K. Schmadel in Memory of Peggy 
Hughes 
Helen Schwartz 
Mr. William Sequin & Mr. James Grande 
John F. Sperling 
Janet M. Stemmer in Memory of Helen 
Stemmer 
Brenton R. Stone, United Way Donation 
Beth & Don Stookey 
Charles Titus 
Frank Trevisani 
Joseph P. Trevisani 
Mary E. Utter 
Angela Z. VanDerhoof 
Dr. Paula Vecchio 
Kathleen Ventura 
Lloyd P. Walsh 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas P. Webb 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Webre 
Weichert Realtors 
Donald F. White 
Stanley Wilczek, Jr. 
Stewart & Esther Williams 
Marsha Wineburgh 
Darline Wisniewski 
Elaine Wojciechowski 
A. Louise Yeaton 
Lydia B. Zegarelli 
Constance L. Zogby in Memory of Frances 
(Risty) Pugh 
Josephine W. Zogby 
Genie H. Zoller 
 
Donors in Memory of Johanna Albrecht 
Mary Albanese 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Angelini  
Eleanore Bertin 
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Cittadino 
Peg & Pat Corbett 
Eleanor DeVito 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Fava  
Sandra R. Ferro  
Santino Folino 
Elaine Galime 
Barbara Gotte 
Angela Gentile 
Jean Grimm 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Hagenbuch 
Martha Ingling 
John & Barbara Klein 
Mr. & Mrs. William Klein 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kunkel 
Annette Marro 
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin J. Oster 
Vincent Palmiero 
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Perritano 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Pietsch  
James Piccola 
Robert M. Risi 
David Kolb & Katrina Schell 

Joshua Schreppel 
Mr. & Mrs. William Toti 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffery Zeppieri 
 
Gifts and Donations made from April 
1, 2013 through March 31, 2014 
 
Donors of $1000+ 
American Library Association Grant for Muslim 
Journeys Program 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Bank of Utica Foundation  
Mabel W. Bishop Foundation 
Carbone Automotive Group 
Elizabeth B. Dugan 
Ronald  & Cecelia Gouse 
Virginia & Christopher Kelly 
F.X. & Pam Matt 
M&T Bank/Partners Trust Charitable Fund 
Mrs. F.X. Matt (Duff) II, F.X. Matt II Memorial 
Fund of the Community Foundation of Herkimer 
& Oneida Counties, Inc. 
Robin & Peter Matt 
Dr. & Mrs. Theodore Max 
Drs. Marybeth McCall & Frank Dubeck 
John & Catherine McEnroe 
New York Newspapers Foundation 
The Estate of Charles S. Ochab 
Robert N. Sheldon 
 
Donors of $500-$999 
Aquila Theatre Grant 
The Community Foundation of Herkimer & 
Oneida Counties, Inc. and the Genealogy & Local 
History Fund 
Ronald & Sheila Cuccaro Family Fund of The 
Community Foundation of  Herkimer and Oneida 
Counties, Inc. 
Jerome F. Donovan, Senator James H. Donovan 
Memorial Fund of The Community Foundation of 
Herkimer & Oneida Counties, Inc. 
Rev. Paul J. Drobin 
Beatrice Cavaretta Faga & Maryellen Faga Kieffer 
Fund 
Brian Gaffney 
Vincent Gilroy 
Gilroy, Kernan & Gilroy  
Mr. & Mrs. Bart Gorman 
Mary Angela Kernan 
Linda Buerk Matt in Memory of Walter J. Matt Jr. 
Nick & Susan Matt 
Polish National Alliance-Lodge 586 in Memory of 
Deceased Members 
F.J. Pugliese Family Fund 
Dr. Nancy Shaheen & Mr. Kirk Evans 
Tom E. Sinnott 
Carol W. Steele 
Lynn Tomaino 

 
Donors of $250-$499 
Donald C. Anthony 
Jim Clifford 
Hugh & Liz Humphreys 
James S. Kernan Jr. 
Lisa Killino in Memory of Ann C. Killino 
Kim Lambert & Wiliam Wheatley 
Alan & Connie Leist 
Kevin Marken & Darby O'Brien 
McQuade & Bannigan, Inc. 
Elizabeth A. Moreland 
James & Diana O'Looney in Honor of Pat 
Dugan 
Mr. & Mrs. Dominic Passalacqua 
Francis & Ruth Pugliese 
Gene & Loretta Romano 
Dr. Martin Saltzman 
Albert Shaheen, M.D.*  
Dr. Robert S. & Sheila Smith 
Stephen & Gina Surace 
Towne Engineering 
Mary H. Vicks 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher B. Wallace 
Carol Whitehouse 
Charles & Patricia Yocum 
 
Donors of $100-$249 
Beatrice J. Adler 
Dr. & Mrs. Raphael J. Alcuri 
Jack & Debbie Altdoerffer 
Arlott Office Products 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Ash 
Mary Ruth Ashmore 
Louis & Mae* Astafan 
Louis Barile 
Christine M. Barry 
Vige Barrie & Jim Frederick 
John Bartle & Alison Doughtie 
Gladys & William* Becker 
E. Dickenson Bigelow 
Joan & William Blanchfield 
Sylvia Bonacci 
Dave & Regina Bonacci 
Mr. & Mrs. William Borrill 
Natalie & Warren Brown* 
Crist Brown 
Bob Del Buono 
Leighton R. Burns 
Miss Mary Rose Cahalan & General Electric 
Matching Gift 
Larry & Annabelle Calabrese 
John & Beth Calogero 
Dr. & Mrs. James Caron 
Michael J. Cawley 
William & Janet Chanatry & General 
Electric Matching Gift 
James & Andrea Cowan 
Vincent & Nancy Coyne 
Steven & Dorian Critelli 
Bob Del Buono 



Laraine Dell* 
Al DeSalvatore 
Steve & Dianne DiMeo 
Barry & Jeanne Donalty 
Ms. Elizabeth Droz 
Mary DuRoss 
Gloria T. Dybas 
Carl & Andrea Dziekan 
Nancy L. Eannace 
Michael & Helen Evans 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Falvo 
Barbara A. Felice 
George & Carmen Fitzgerald & General 
Electric Matching Gift 
Janice Forte 
Carol Fox 
Elaine Galime 
Joan & Jeff Ganeles 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Gilles 
David & Sharon Goldenson Gift Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable 
Jeffrey W. Gornick 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Griffith 
Vincent Grove 
Cecilia N. Hamel 
Ann & Richard Harris 
Haver Snow Removal 
Gladys Higgins 
Gilbert H. Jones 
Waddie Kalil 
Mrs. Mary Karl 
Dean & Eva Kelly 
Kirby's Restaurant 
Marcia & Patrick Knapp 
Harold Lennon 
Dale Lockwood 
Paul Lomeo & Betty-Joan Beaudry 
Dr. W Anthony & Carol Mandour 
David & Judy Manzelmann 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Marchetta 
James McEvoy 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Montecalvo 
Mary E. Murray 
Christine Nederhand 
Sheila Orlin 
James G. Plehn* 
Deborah F. Pokinski 
Lorraine Post 
Mary L. Redline 
Earle Reed 
Dr. & Mrs. Philip Reitz 
Mary D. Riley 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Ritchie 
Dr. & Mrs. Mario Rocci Jr. 
Renato Roefaro Jr. 
Alan & Marsha Roseen & General Electric 
Matching Gift 
Helen Schwartz 
Thea Sierak 
Kay L. Sinclair 
Richard & Judi Smith 

Dr. Thomas & Mrs. Mary Spath 
Charles & Gretchen Sprock 
William & Eugenia Taft 
Bob & Beth Tegart 
Assemblywoman Claudia Tenney 
Bernie* & Gail Nackley Uebelhoer 
Ms. Donna Vitagliano 
Richard W. Waldron 
Honorine Wallack 
Kelly Walters 
Joan Warner & National Grid Matching 
Gift 
Shirley B. Waters 
Eleanor W. Wertimer* 
Richard & Martha Widdicombe 
Dick & Jean Williams 
 
Donors of $25-$99 
Mr. & Mrs. Christ S. Alexander 
Ray* & Linda Allen 
Peter & Tracy Anderson 
Mark & Kathy Angelucci 
Sharon Ashton 
David A. Bagley 
Rabbi & Mrs. Henry Bamberger 
Michael & Carol Bannigan 
Margaret Beck 
Ms. Gladys B. Becker 
Ruth Berkowitz 
Vivian & Ernie Berkowitz 
Janet Blaney 
Dr. & Mrs. John Bolton Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Brady in Memory of 
Wayne Bryant Monaghan 
Ms. Donna Brady in Memory of Wayne 
Bryant Monaghan 
Carol P. Bremer 
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Brunnett Sr. 
Margaret Buckley 
John P. & Carol Burdick 
Brad & Joann Campbell 
Fred & Kathy Capozzella 
Malio Cardarelli 
Thomas Chromczak 
Ann B. Clarke 
Lawrence & Marilyn Cole 
Natalie T. Combar 
Nancy K. Cooper 
Dr. & Mrs. Albert D'Accurzio 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Damsky 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick C. Degen 
Carl & Patricia Del Buono 
Richard DeSantis 
Marguerite Dichiera 
Mr. Robert Dicker 
George Difabio 
Andi & Rick Dinerstein 
Dolores A. Dispirito & General Electric 
Matching Gift 
Mr. & Mrs. Terrence Dowdall 
Rebecca Draper in Honor of Nick 

Sheldon 
Timothy Dundon 
Paul & Ann Dunn 
Madeline M. Dyer 
Cecily Eidelhoch 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Fava 
Sandra R. Ferro 
Pattie Franco 
FSS Group, Inc. 
Rit & Laura Fuller 
The Garden Path Club of Utica in Memory of 
Katharine  "Kitty" Kernan 
Honorable Anthony J. Garramone 
Genevieve Gigliotti 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Gigliotti 
Barbara Gold & Carl Rubino 
James Grande & William Sequin 
Ms. Marlene J. Graziano 
Deborah Greer-Gassner 
Vincent & Ann Grimaldi 
Ella & Gregory Hamlin 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Haritatos 
Elizabeth J. Harvilla 
Robert Hook 
Jean Howe 
Chip & Judy Hummel 
Michael Humphrey 
Russell Humphrey 
Lucretia D. Hunt  
Stephen & Madeline Hunter 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Hutchinson 
Edward W. Jackson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Janicki 
JAY-K Independent Lumber 
Cathy & Dana Jerrard 
John & Heather Johnsen 
James & Michelle Jones 
Ron & Barbara Kamp 
Robert D. Kelly 
Gina Klein 
John A. & Barbara S. Klein 
Chetna Kothari 
Josephine Lanasa 
Paul & Diane Lange 
Mr. Richard Lennon 
John & Janice Livingston 
Don & Pat LoGuidice 
K.P. Long 
Richard Long 
Josephine A. Longo 
John D. Longo 
John & Mary Loy 
Andrea Lynch 
Lori & William Mackey 
Robert & Michele Mandia 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Manino 
Robert & Elizabeth Manning 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Marchese 
Sonia Martinez 
Anthony C. Martino 
Kevin & Mary Mathews 
Mr. David Mathis 



Elaine Wojciechowski 
Diane Wolfe & Wesley Smith*, 
Wolfe-Smith Fund, of The 
Community Foundation of 
Herkimer & Oneida Counties, Inc. 
Joseph T.  Woloszynowski 
Janice Yeaton in Honor of A. Louise 
Yeaton 
A. Louise Yeaton 
Lydia B. Zegarelli 
Francis Scott Zimmer 
Constance L. Zogby 
Genie H. Zoller 
 
*Deceased 

Adult Program Sponsors 

Murad and Murad, PC - Art Contest, Feb. 2015 
Hannaford Supermarket - Art Contest, Feb. 2015 
Prints Charles Photography -  Photography Contest, June 2014 
Utica College Office of Educator Preparation - Classic Fiction 
Forum, April 2014 
Desserts Beyond the Ordinary - Summer Reading Program, 
July 2014 
Dunkin Donuts—Summer Reading Program, July 2014 
Irwin's Fine Food - Summer Reading Program, July 2014 

Massoud's Café - Summer Reading Program, July 2014 
The Tramontane Café - Summer Reading Program, July 2014  
Peter's Cornucopia  - Summer Reading Program, July 2014 
Barnes & Noble - Summer Reading Program, July 2014  
Callanen, Foley, & Hobika, LLP—Art Contest, Feb. 2014 
Joann Jacobson - Film Series, 2014  
Barbara Kassel  - Film Series, 2014 
Andrea LeFevre  - Film Series, 2014 
Frank & Penny Moreno—Film Series, 2014 

Children Program Sponsors 
Diamond Level $5,000+ 
M&T Bank/Partners Trust Bank Charitable Fund of The 
Community Foundation of Herkimer & Oneida Counties 
(2014) 
Gold Level $1,000-$4,999 
First Source Federal Credit Union (2014) 
Strategic Financial Services (2014) 
Silver Level $500-$999 
ConMed Corp. (2014) 
Beebe Construction Services, Inc. (2014) 
Sturges Manufacturing (2014) 
F.J. Pugliese Family Fund, a donor advised fund of The 
Community Foundation (2014) 
Bronze Level $250-$499 
F. Eugene & Loretta Romano (2014) 

Black River Systems Company, Inc. (2014) 
Price Chopper’s Golub Foundation (2014) 
Holland Farms Dairy Bar & Bakery (2014) 
Wolfe News Service, Inc. (2014) 
Adirondack Financial Services (2014) 
Utica First Insurance (2014) 
Bonide Foundation (2014) 
Pulver Roofing Co., Inc. (2014) 
Basloe, Levin & Cuccaro / Adjusters International (2014) 
Copper Level Up to $250 
Turnbull Insurance (2014) 
Symeon’s Restaurant (2014) 
Ed & Ed Business Technology (2014) 

 

2013-2014 Donors Continued 
Dominick & Lauren Mattia 
Diane Matza 
Carol McCoy 
John & Betty Meehan 
Elizabeth Mikoda 
Frank & Penny Moreno 
Gillian Mould 
David Murphy 
Maryann Myrda 
Christopher Nash 
Tom Neumann & Corrine Gates 
Susan & Frank X. O'Brien, Jr. 
Paul M. Oddy 
Carol & Paul Ohlbaum 
Janis Paolozzi 
Kathleen Pasch 
Stephen M. Pattarini 
Hal C. Pattee 
Phil & Betty Pearle 
Mary Polera 

Mrs. Lois Portman 
Mr. Raymond & Mrs. Joanne 
Potasiewicz & General Electric 
Matching Gift 
Fotis Poulos 
Beverly B. Price 
Helen S. Price 
James C. Pullman III 
Mary Lou Reape 
Paul Rockwell 
Frank L. Roefaro 
Charles Rogers & Teresa Morelle 
Florence M. Ross 
Elizabeth Rossi 
Barbara Gold & Carl Rubino 
Kathe & Bob Salzman 
Frank & Mary Scarano 
Monica Schmadel in Memory of 
Peggy Hughes 
Mr. William Sequin & Mr. James 

Grande 
Teresa I. Sheehan 
Dr. Albert & Judge Joan Shkane 
Norman & Ann Siegel 
Marilyn A. Skermont 
Carol H. Sours 
John & Margaret Sperling 
Janet M. Stemmer 
Don & Beth Stookey 
Ms. Catherine Streichert 
Judy Sweet 
Frank & Sandra Trevisani 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Vendetta 
Kathleen Ventura 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas P. Webb 
Weichert Realtors 
Stewart & Esther Williams 
Marsha Wineburgh 
Cindy & Bill Wirene 
Darline Wisniewski 



Board of Trustees 
    The past year has been an active one for the Utica Public Library.  We hope that you will take the time to 
review the information that we have offered in this annual report. 
    In addition to the many services provided to our citizens, our board was busy in 2014 with efforts to 
strengthen the Library that included:   

 Development of plans for a new children’s & youth center 
 Development of plans for a new adult computer area. 
 Building improvements with the completion of a two year project to install new gutters and a portion of 

the roof 
As you can see, these are exciting times for the Utica Public Library. 
    At UPL, we provide services to tens of thousands of the area’s citizens.  We could not do that without the 
support of scores of individuals from throughout our community.  We could not operate without financial 
support; support that is critical to paying our bills.  After a winter like this past one, where we recorded the 
coldest month in the history of record-keeping, our heating bill alone for the month of February was $2,324.  
Area donors contributed more than $83,492 to support the Library in our last fiscal year.  
    To those of you who are not involved, we ask that you consider volunteering, and/or financially contributing 
to the Utica Public Library…the source of information for our community. 

New and Coming Soon! 

Library card holders can access free online technology courses from 
the privacy of their own home through Webucator.com. Visit or call a 
reference librarian to get your voucher code and start learning today! 

K-12 students with a Utica Public Library card have access to live, expert tutors 
2:00 –11:00 P.M. Monday-Friday and 12:00-11:00 P.M. Saturday-Sunday 
through tutor.com/utica.  Math, science, essay writing, standardized testing 
prep—whatever the student needs help with, these tutors are there for them.  

Kelly M. Walters —President Kevin Alexander Dominic R. Passalacqua 

Christine M. Barry— Vice-President  Elizabeth B. Dugan Albert A. Ritchie 

Anthony C. Paolozzi— Treasurer  Virginia B. Kelly Anthony Spiridigloizzi 

Honorine M. Wallack— Secretary C. Sonia Martinez Lynn B. Tomaino 

Designs for a new Children’s Room are in the works. 
The Children’s Room and Teen Lounge will move out 
of the basement to the first floor of the Library. 



 

Visitors 

In the 2014-15 fiscal year, 205,034 patrons came to the library 
and another  41,374 visited via the website,             
www.uticapublic library.org 

Collection and Card Holders 

144,926 items were borrowed. There were 48,600 active 
cardholders. 2,494 new library cards were issued. 

Shared Resources 

17,177 books, DVDs, CDs, and audiobooks were shared with 
other libraries—both within the Mid York Library System 
and abroad. 17,553 items were sent to us from other 
libraries. Resource sharing results in savings to the taxpayer. 

Programs 

From early literacy programs to digital literacy classes, 
musical performances and cultural events, the Library 
offered over 1300 programs and 15,663 people attended. 

Public Computers 

The Library has forty computers for public use. Patrons 
used the computers over 71,000 times. 

Community Services 

The Library’s two notaries completed over eight hundred 
notarizations for community members. Staff participated in 
over three hundred events bringing Library information, 
services, and classes into the community. 

Reference 

37,414 reference questions were answered over the phone,  
in-person, and online. Reference Librarians help patrons in 
using public computers for online education, job searching 
and connecting with web resources. People from across the 
globe email and call to get information on Utica history, 
newspaper microfilm, and genealogy research. 
 

The Library by the Numbers  
(2014-15 Fiscal Year) 

Utica Public Library 
303 Genesee Street 
Utica, NY  13501 
(315) 735-2279 
www.uticapubliclibrary.org 
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