Should You Care About Hydrofracking?
What is Hydrofracking?
Hydrofracking is a way of drilling for natural gas deposits deep underground.
In this process large volumes of water combined with chemicals are pumped down wells at extremely high
volumes causing fissures to open up in the rock below from which natural gas can be collected. Due to a
New York State executive order, hydrofracking is banned in this state up until the end of this month (June
2010). However, after this point it is a matter of debate over which our citizens and elected officials are
currently engaged in.
Health Concerns
The primary health concerns raised by hydrofracking are its effect on the
area’s drinking water/soil and the waste it produces. Many have voiced fears
that the chemicals used in the process will contaminate the water supply of
New York State. They point to incidents like the one in Pennsylvania on
April 19th in which a “blowout” at a hydrofracking well caused the
contamination of private water supplies. Furthermore, there seems to be no
plan to deal with the waste the process creates which, according to the New
York Department of Environmental Conservation, is radioactive (White et al., 2011).
Express Yourself
If you would like to voice your opinion to your elected officials or are not sure who your elected officials
are check out the following links:
Find Your New York State Assembly Member at http://assembly.state.ny.us/mem/
Find Your New York State Senate Member at http://www.nysenate.gov/contact_form
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